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During the fight to end slavery, Josiah Wedgwood produced a 
brooch that depicted a black slave on his knees, with his manacled 
hands raised in prayer for deliverance. The caption read: “Am I 
Not a Man and a Brother?” This phrase became the motto of 
Britain’s Committee to Abolish the Slave Trade. 
The brooch was worn by those who sought an end to slavery, and 
had a powerful impact on the consciences of thousands of people.  
The wearer sent a message that she no longer considered an 

African slave somehow less than human. He or she was created 
and loved by God as one of His redeemed sons or daughters – 
fully human and deserving of life, liberty and respect. 
From Psalm 139, we know how God regards the preborn baby.  
In New Zealand today, the Ministry of Health and DHBs refer to 
abortion as “TOP” (termination of pregnancy) which removes “the 
products of conception”, rather than a human life. Historically, 
such thinking is similar to that of the proponents of slavery. 
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