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FACTS Dr Bernard Nathanson, former 

abortionist and co-founder of the 

modern abortion-rights movement,   

died on 21
st
 February aged 84. He ran 

the first and largest abortion clinic in 

New York, later estimating that he had 

presided over the deaths of 75,000 

human beings. His remarkable    

odyssey from pioneering abortion 

activist to pro-life leader and champion 

of the pre-born is chronicled in his two 

books “Aborting America” and “The 

Hand of God”. While still an atheist, 

Nathanson became weighed down   

with a crushing awareness of sin, but 

gradually and painfully, he found  

himself repentant at the foot of the 

Cross, seeking true forgiveness.  
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     Dr Bernard Nathanson, former abortionist 
and co-founder of the modern abortion-rights movement, died on 21st 
February aged 84. His funeral was held in New York’s St Patrick’s Cathedral. 
Nathanson’s remarkable odyssey from pioneering abortion activist to      
pro-life leader and champion of the pre-born is chronicled in his two books 
“Aborting America” and “The Hand of God”. 
 

In 1967, he teamed up with journalist Lawrence Lader. Together they 
founded NARAL (National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws). 
They were geniuses at public relations, tapping into a wellspring of liberal 
support. Nathanson ran the first and largest abortion clinic in New York, 
later estimating that he had presided over the deaths of 75,000  
human beings. 
 

Exhausted from running the clinic, he took a sabbatical and found himself 
amazed at the developments in foetology. The science proved conclusively 
that the preborn baby at every stage is an individual human person. While 
still an atheist, Nathanson became weighed down with a crushing 
awareness of sin. He contemplated suicide, but gradually and painfully, he 
found himself repentant at the foot of the Cross, seeking true forgiveness. 


