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     Did you know that girls under 16 can be 
referred for an abortion without their parents being informed? In 
some cases, school counsellors have been known to drive schoolgirls 
to the clinic for the abortion. 
When parents inadvertently find out, most are outraged and 
disbelieving that they can be legally left in the dark. Some call Voice 
for Life and say that if they had been told, they would have been 
shocked at first, but then would have gone on to love and support 
their daughter through the pregnancy. 
In 2004, an attempt was made to introduce parental notification into 
the Care of Children Bill. The measure was supported in a major poll 
by 87%, but strongly opposed by the NZ Medical Association and the 
Royal NZ College of General Practitioners. 
One NZ Herald columnist wrote at the time: “As the law stands, my 14-
year old, who finds it difficult to decide what to have for breakfast, 
could choose to have an abortion without my permission, much less 
my knowledge.” 
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