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Good news for all who have been hurt 

by abortion… founder of Rachel’s 

Vineyard post-abortion retreats, Dr 

Theresa Burke of Philadelphia, is 

positive about her organisation’s 

impact on a world in which abortion 

has become increasingly common. 

Their inspiring catch phrase, 

“changing the world one weekend at a 

time” says it all. 

 

All impacted by abortion are 

encouraged to attend a retreat: 

mothers, fathers, siblings, 

grandparents or health professionals.  

For many New Zealanders it is the 

dark cloud, which never really 

disappears over life’s horizons, except 

by the loving healing of the “Divine 

Physician”. 

Good news for all who have been hurt by abortion… founder of Rachel’s 

Vineyard post-abortion retreats, Dr Theresa Burke of Philadelphia, was positive 

about her organisation’s impact on a world in which abortion has become 

increasingly common. Her visit to Queenstown for the Voice For Life 40th AGM 

and conference to host a clinical training day for counsellors was a resounding 

success.  Their catch phrase, “changing the world one weekend at a time” says it 

all. 

 

Participants in the Rachel’s Vineyard retreats experience healing through the 

grace of the “Divine Physician” through the use of the church’s sacraments. 

Theresa describes the weekend retreat as a healing journey following Christ’s 

journey to the cross, through Living Scripture exercises.  These give sensory 

experiences, which hasten the healing process, and people are able to find 

healing in a weekend that would often take months to achieve through “talk 

therapy”. 

 

All impacted by abortion are encouraged to attend a retreat: mothers, fathers, 

siblings, grandparents or health professionals.  For many New Zealanders it is 

the dark cloud, which never really disappears over life’s horizons, except by the 

loving healing of the “Divine Physician”. 

Dr Theresa Burke of Philadelphia is the 

founder of the Rachel’s Vineyard post-

abortion retreats. All impacted by abortion 

are encouraged to attend a weekend retreat: 

mothers, fathers, siblings, grandparents or 

health professionals.  These retreats offer 

the opportunity to experience the loving 

healing of the “Divine Physician” through 

scripture and sacrament. 

     Dr Theresa Burke of Philadelphia is the founder 

 

of the Rachel’s Vineyard post-abortion retreats. All impacted by abortion are 

encouraged to attend a weekend retreat: mothers, fathers, siblings, grandparents 

or health professionals.  These retreats offer the opportunity to experience the 

loving healing of the “Divine Physician” through scripture and sacrament. 


