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      On 12th June, TV3’s 60 Minutes documentary looked 
at                                                             at plans for genetic testing for Downs syndrome in 
NZ. 90% of parents, when advised that their unborn baby has Downs syndrome, accept 
the routine offer of abortion. The pressure can be intense at a time when the parents are 
in shock and unaware of the support services available. 
For more information about pro-life issues, contact Voice for Life on (09)4430995. 

      

“           On 12th June, TV3’s 60 Minutes documentary 
looked at plans for genetic testing for Downs syndrome in NZ. 
A doctor from the Ministry of Health appeared rather coy as he denied 
that the proposed testing was about “eugenics”. 
However, the parents of two Downs syndrome children were adamant that 
the real purpose was elimination. They spoke movingly of how much they 
loved their special children, who after a while just seemed different. 
90% of parents, when advised that their baby has Downs syndrome, accept 
the routine offer of abortion. The pressure can be intense at a time when 
the parents are in shock and unaware of the support services available. 
Australian journalist, Melinda Tankard Reist has chronicled the stories of 
women who continued their pregnancies despite the pressures from 
doctors, family members and social expectations. 
Reist entitled her book “Defiant Birth: Women who Resist Medical 
Eugenics”.Some of these mothers tell of grave misdiagnosis, others of      
life-changing experiences, discovering the joy and love in children 
considered unworthy of life. 
For more information about pro-life issues, contact Voice for Life on (09)4430995. 
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