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“           When does human life begin? Family First 
director Bob McCoskrie put this question to Prime Minister John Key and 
Phil Goff at the recent Forum on the Family. 
John Key wasn’t too sure. Like Phil Goff, he thought it might be around 
“quickening”. This left the unspoken impression that they might think the 
foetus before “quickening” was perhaps a “bunch of cells”. 
At least they tried a guess. When the question was put to Barak Obama 
during the U.S. presidential elections, he looked distinctly uncomfortable 
and after a long wait, responded that the question was: “above my pay 
grade”. 
As 98% of abortions in NZ are performed at between 10 and 12 weeks, 
that is before quickening, the two politicians might be under the 
misapprehension that abortion isn’t such a big deal. 
Consider the Ministry of Health, for decades they have said a termination 
removes the “product of conception”. 
Yet in 1969, when they were the NZ Health Department, their pamphlet 
No.83, entitled “Your New Baby”, stated: “The unborn baby is alive from 
the first moment of conception of a single egg and a single sperm.” 
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