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     World Youth Day – a meeting of young  
     Christians from around the world – was 
recently held in Madrid, Spain (16-21 August).  The week-long event has 
been held every 3 or so years since 1985 and is the biggest gathering of 
Youth in the world; frequently over 1 million attend. 
For the first time ever a Pro-Life Festival has featured at the Youth Day.  
Organised by Irish pro-life group Youth Defence, over 600 young people 
gathered for the “Viva la Vida” festival to hear pro-life groups from 
Ireland, England, USA, Canada, Australia, Spain, Austria, Poland and 
Young & Pro-Life from New Zealand.  They shared their experiences 
and all participants greatly enjoyed it. 
The Festival showed the new spirit that is arising amongst young people 
around the world in their stand for Life.  In the words of one speaker: 
"We can't afford just to be talking to one another. We are convinced 
with the moral implications of this issue, thus we must work and do 
everything in our power to protect the most vulnerable." – and the 
youth are certainly up for the challenge ! 
For more information see:  http://www.youthdefence.ie/ 
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Youth Day – a meeting of young Christians 
from around the world – was recently  
held in Madrid, Spain (16-21 August).    
The week-long event is the biggest 
gathering of Youth in the world; 
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