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     Three technicians at Christchurch Public Hospital 
have advised management that they are no longer prepared to assist in the killing 
of unborn children. It was their duty to prepare instruments used for 
terminating the lives of the unborn. These three courageous women have the legal 
right to refuse to assist in the killing of the unborn on the grounds that it is 
contrary to their consciences.                                                                                         
Any doctor, nurse or other staff working in the public health service has the same 
right to follow their informed conscience and refuse to perform or assist in 
abortions. They should then seek the protection provided for their conscience by 
Parliament in section 46 of the 1977 Contraception, Sterilisation and Abortion 
Act.  Public Hospitals should be places that promote a culture of life, providing 
healing and protection for human life from conception to natural death. The 
performance of abortions is not a health service. The courageous action taken by 
these three technicians raises serious questions about the protection of the 
statutory conscience rights of employees of the public health service.                       
It is believed that there are many persons employed by District Health Boards 
throughout New Zealand who are opposed to assisting in or the performing of 

abortions and have not been advised of their statutory right to refuse to perform 
or assist in abortions.                                                                                                                
For more info about this issue, contact Right to Life (03)385 6111 or righttolifenz@gmail.com 
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